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quarter were those of thirteen centenarians-viz., there were
five deaths at 100 years and two each at 101, 102, 103, and
104 years respectively.

Health of Dublin.
During the five weeks ending Aug. 4th the deaths from

zymotic diseases amounted to 62, 2 of which were due
to small-pox. As compared with the previous month there
was a considerable decrease in the deaths from whooping-
cough and typhoid fever, while diarrhoea was much more
fatal than in any previous month this year. The death-rate
from all causes was 2-96 below the average for the cor-

responding period of the previous ten years, while the

zymotic death-rate was exactly 50 per cent. below the

average ; 2 deaths were caused by small-pox and 13 cases
of this disease were notified. Every efEorr, Sir C. Cameron
states in his report, has been made to prevent small-pox from
spreading.

Irish Coroners’ Association
A meeting of Irish coroners was held on the 30c.h ult. in

the Gresham fiotel, Dublin, for the purpose of considering
the formation of an Irish Coroners’ Association. The meet-
ing, which was well attended, appointed Mr. H. L. Harty,
coroner for Dublin Southern District, to be the first president
of the association. Vice-presidents, an executive committee,
a Parliamentary committee, and a law committee were also

appointed. A letter was received from the secretary of the
English Coroners’ Society wishing the association every
prosperity and suggesting that a subcommittee from the asso-
ciation be appointed to confer with the English society on all
matters in connexion with coroners. The following resolu-
tion was adopted : ’’ That we, the members of the Irish
Coroners’ Association, hereby cordially express our hearty
appreciation of the fraternal response of the English
Coroners’ Society to our desire for cooperation with them
for the purpose of protecting and improving the position of
coroners generally. That for the present the Parliamentary
and law committees be appointed a committee to act in con-
junction with the English Coroners’ Society in all matters
relating to coroners. Further, that the best thanks of the
association be given to Mr. A. Braxton Hicks, coroner, Surrey,
hon. secretary of the English Coroners’ Society, for the
valuable assistance so kindly given by him to their bon.

secretary, Mr. E. S. Finnigan, in the organisation of this
association." The members of the association afterwards
dined together at the Gresham Hotel.

Lunacy in Ireland.
The inspectors of lunatics in Ireland have just issued their

forty-third report. It appears that there was official cognisance
on Jan. 1st of 642 lunatics maintained out of private funds,
16,478 supported either in district asylums or workhouses,
while 156 in the criminal asylum were charged to the expense
of the State. The inspectors think that the alleged increase
of insanity in Ireland is mainly due to accumulation, and
that it is so far an apparent, not a real, increase ; that the
yearly increase of admissions is drawn in a considerate pro-
portion of the cases from the reserve of unregistered insane
existing throughout the country ; that the annual increase in
the face of a shrinkirg population of the number of first
admissions, including, as it does, such a large proportion of
first attacks of insanity, almost irresistibly points to some
increase of recurring insanity in particular districts ; and
that the main factors which contribute to the develop-
ment of recurring insanity in Ireland might be classed as
hereditary, from consanguineous marriages among those
having any tendency to nervous disease, the innutri-
tious dietary of the poorer population, the immodErate
use of certain stimulants, and the acute agricultural depres-
sion and dislocation so widely experienced in recent year,
and the great mental strain a.nd harassing anxieties that
have followed in their wake. The inspectors say that the
condition of the insane in workhouses is far from satis-

factory, and they think that where the lunatic inmates of
these wards manifest symptoms that render them obnoxious
to others, or where they are so helpless as to need individual
care, the lunatic wards of the workhouses as at present
constituted do not provide suitable accommodation for them.

Hospital Saturday.
The collection on Saturday, Sept. 1st, amounted to neatly

&pound;400, which is an increase on last year.
Nerv Infirmary for Co. Tyrone.

I understand that it is arranged to build a new infirmary in
Omagb. A meeting was held there on Aug. 20th, presided

over by the High Sheriff, and at which the Duchess of Aber
corn, Lord Belmore, and others were present. Dr. E. C.
Thompson, surgeon to the infirmary, said that subscriptions
amounting to &pound;2000 had already been promised. An infiuen-
tial committee was appointed to select a site and make
other necessary arrangements.

The Belfast Royal Hospital.
At the quarterly meeting held on Aug. 27th it was reported

that up to the end of July the receipts were &pound;1423 14s, 10d.
in excess of the expenditure. During the past quarter there
were 547 intern patients treated, and 5818 extern cases.

Professor Whitla and Dr. O’Neill were reappointed attending
physician and surgeon. I understand that Mrs. Dunville has,
through Professor Byers, intimated her intention of refurnish-
ing the operation room used in connexion with the special
wards for diseases of women. A few years ago, through her
munificence, the extern rooms in the women’s department were
hand some] y fitted up and furnished.

! Deat?a of Mr. William Lee, 37’..B., .B.CA., B.A.O.
Unusual regret is felt amongst a wide circle of friends at

the premature death of Dr. W. Lee, which took place at the
residence of bis father, Mr. James Lee, J.P., Belfast, on
Aug. 26th, at the early age of twenty-five years. Educated
at the Royal Academical Institution and at Queen’s College,
Belfast, Dr. Lee was an unusually able student, and owing
to his geniality and amiability he was a great favouritea
He took a keen interest in athletics, and for the college he
played for three years in the first football fifteen. For
some time after graduating in the Royal University Dr. Lee
practised in England, and subsequently was appointed one of
the resident medical officers in the Belfast Union Infirmary.
He was attacked with innuenza, some time ago, and lung com-
plications set in, from which he subsequently died. Great
sympathy is felt for Dr. Lee’s father, one of the best-known
men in Belfast, in his severe trial.

Sept. 4th. 
__________________

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

May Medical Men practising in b’rance dispense llfedieines? 
ha accordance with your request I wended my way to’

the Ecole de Pharmacie, there to procure exact information
on this point. The new law regulating the practice of medicine
came into force on Dec. 1st, 1893, but Clause 11, which
dealt with the question referred to, was relegated to the

corresponding law, then in preparation by a Commission, on
the practice of pharmacy. The clause was as follows (it
having been previously laid down that the simultaneous

practising of medicine, dentistry, or midwifery-sage-
femmes - and pharmacy was interdicted) : " Toutefois,
sous la condition de se soumettre aux lois et r&eacute;gle-
ments qui regissent l’exercice de la pharmacie &agrave; l’excep-
tion de la patente, tons les m&eacute;decins peuvent porter des
medicaments &agrave; leurs malades si les malades habitent qnatre
kilometres au moins d’une officine de pharmacien. Sons les
memes conditions, et sans avoir Ie droit de tenir officine:
ouverte, les medecins qui habitent quatre kilometres au moins
d’une officine peuvent aussi fournir les medicaments &agrave; leurs
clients." Now it appears that druggists wish to see even

! what I may call these "desert " practitioners deprived of the
privilege of supplying drugs to their patients. Certain it

: is that the new law affecting druggists has gone dragging
its weary length along and has not yet been passed. Untit
the law comes into operation medical men are bound by

’ Clause 27 of the ’’ Loi, 21 Germinal, an XI." It will be noticed
that the only practitioners mentioned in this clause are

officiers de sant&eacute;. The officiat de sant&eacute; - an inferior

’ grade&mdash;was created just about that time in order to
; supply the peasantry with medical advice. I may re-

mind the readers of THE LANCET that the diploma of
otjicier de sant&eacute; has now been abolished, regard only being

. had to vested interests. Clause 27 is as follows : "Les
officiers de sante, etablis dans les bourgs, villages, ou com-

, 
munes ou it n’y anrait pas de pharmaciens ayant officine
ouverte (’ open shop’) pourront fournir les medicaments simples
ou composes aux personnes pr&egrave;s desquelles ils seront appel&eacute;s,
mais sans avoir Ie droit de tenir une officine ouverte." In

L conclusion I: may state that the new Pharmacy Law is

expected to pass when the Parliament reassembles.
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Infant Feeding in b’rance.
The Direction de 1’Hygiene Pablique has just issued a

,circular to the prefects of departments calling upon them to
forbid absolutely the employrnent, not only of metal feeding-
bottles, bat also of bottles provided with tubes, which, thanks
to the continued approbation of medical inspectors of " baby
’farms," remain still in vogue. Nurses are also forbidden to

give solid food to infants under one year unless they can
- show a written prescription to that effect emanating from a
medical man. Very sensible rules.

The Consumption of Alcolzol in French Torvns.
A report just issued by the Minister of Finance enlightens

us on the habits respecting alcohol of the inhabitants of
forty-seven French towns having a population of over

30,000. It will be seen that the capital occupies in the list
the honourable position of Number 18. The list is as
follows :&mdash;1, Cherbourg. 18’3 litres per head ; 2, Rooen,
16-8; 3, Havre, 16-2; 4, Caen, 15-8; 5 Boulogae-sar-Mer,
12 ; 6. Amiens, 11-6 ; 7, Lorient, 11 ; 8, Brest, 10-8; 9,
Le Mans, 10-3 ; 10, Versail’e:, 9’8 ; 11 St. Quentin, 9’6;
12, Toulon, 9 ; 13, Dunkerque, 8-7 ; 14, Reims. 8-3 ; 15,
Rennes, 8-1; 16. Marsei!les aad Besan&ccedil;on, 7’3 ; 17, Lille and
Roubaix 7-2 ; 18, Paris, 7 ; 19, St. Denis, 6-9 ; 20. Angers,
Tourcoing, Grenoble, and Levaliois-Perret, 6’8 ; 21, Clicby,
6.6; 22, Troyes, 6-5; 23, Dijon, Orl&eacute;ans, and Ca’ais. 6-2;
24, Cette, 5-9 ; 25. Nantes, 5-8 ; 26 Lyon. Nancy, Tonrs.
and Avignon, 5-5 ; 27, Clejmont-Ferrand, 5-2 ; 28, Bordeaux,
.5 ; 29, Limoges, 4-7; 30, Bourges, 4-6 ; 31, Nice, 4-4; 32,
,St. Etienne, 4-3 ; 33. Nimes, 4 ; 34, Montpelier, 3-8 ; 35,
’Toulouse, 3-2; and 36, Bezi.rs, 1-4.

Medical Sculpture.
Dr. Paul Richer, the director of the Salpetriere labora-

tory, has been recently engaged in enriching that renowned
neurological school with a series of heads and busts repro-
ducing certain types of pathological deformities. In the last
number of the Iconographie de la Salp&ecirc;tri&egrave;re there appears
the photograph of one of these busts, representing a subject
affected with primary progressive myopathy. This patient
was frequently shown by the late regretted Professor Charcot
at his cliniqnes as a perfect example of the myopathic
physiognomy of the Landouzy-D&eacute;jerine type.
Aug. 28th. 

________________

Obituary.
FREDERICK DUNN, M.R.C.S.ENG., L.S.A.

UNDER sad and painful circumstances the death is an-
nounced of Mr. F. Dunn, a surgeon widely respected and
highly esteemed by a large circle of friends in the to wn and
district of Wolverhampton, where he had practised for about
thirty-five years. The deceased gentleman, who was in his
fifty-ninth year, went on Saturday, Sept. 1st, to Molineux
Grounds with two of his sons to witness the first National
League Competition football match between the Wolver-
hampton Wanderers and Pteston North End clubs. When
on the field he spoke to several friends, and, in

reply to inquiries as to his health, he said he was

quite well. In the crowd of spectators one of his
sons was pushed dowrt, and Mr. Dunn remonstrated with
a, bystander whom he considered to be the cause of the

jmishap, and in doing so became somewhat agitated. This
for a few moments temporarily distracted Mr. Dunn’s atten-
tion from the game, but just as he was again concentrating
his attention upon the players he suddenly, and without
cxclamation, fell back. A local practitioner who happened
to be on the field hastened to Mr. Dunn’s assistance, but the
deceased had already passed away when he arrived.
Death was due to failure of the heart’s action brought
about by excitement, and by distension of the stomach,
which contained a full meal. Mr. Dann was himself
an athlete of powerful physique, a member of the Wolver- 
hampton gymnasium, and a warm patron of the foot- II
ball club. One of the oldest established medical men in 
the town, he succeeded his father more than thirty years ago
as one of the medical officers of the Wolverhampton Union,
a position he did not relinquish until after twenty years’
service. At the time of his death he had a considerable
private practice and was medical officer to the Great Western
Railway and likewise to the Wolverhampton Post-omce and
its outlying branches. He was also medical referee for

several friendly societies, besides being connected with
miners’ organisations. Always popular and highly esteemed,
his loss is much felt both in professional and Jay circles, and
hearty sympathy is expressed with his widow and eight
children.

THE EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
OF HYGIENE AND DEMOGRAPHY.

THE Eighth International Congress of Hygiene and Demo-
: graphy was formally opened on Sunday, Sept. 2 ad, at Buda-

pest by the Archduke Charles Louis of Austria in the presence
of the Chief Burgomaster of Hungary and other dignitaries,
civil, social, and political. 

-

Though this Congress is meeting so far away from most of
the greater centres of European population, yet it will pro-
bably be the largest held. Before Aug. 15th more than 1200
members had already paid their subscriptions, and the

president of the organising committee, Professor Fodor,
has informed one of our correspondents that about 2500
subscriptions had been received by the beginning of this

week, exclusively of some 500 honorary members.

On Saturday evening, Sept. 1st, a great number of

delegates were entertained at the National Museum. There
was quite a crowd of hygienists hailing from all countries,
and many interchanges of cordial greeting took place on the
occasion, and many old friendships were renewed. His

Excellency, Herr Charles Hieronymi, the President of the
Congress, was present, and was introduced to many of the
delegates. 

-

On the morning of the same day the semi-official litho-
graphic sheet, the Peat Corresyondent, published in French a
welcome to all the members of the Congress, addressing
them as "two thousand representatives of the most pacific
sciences." The Pest Correspondent expressed the hope that
the foreign delegates present would see that the Hungarian
Government was labouring earnestly to favour the cause of
civilisa-tion, as represented by sanitation, without distinction
of race or religion, and that within the kingdom of Hungary
full constitutional freedom and equality of rights were
enjoyed, so that science, unfettered, could here find a home
where it might freely pursue its great humanitarian mission.
The Pesti-Ncvplo also bade the members welcome by publish-
ing in six languages an enthusiastic greeting to all the

foreign delegates, and several other newspapers published
portraits of the leading organisers of the Congress, including
that of the able President, Herr Charles Hieronymi, Hun-
garian Minister of the Interior, who, like the French ex-

Premier, M. de Freycinet, a distinguished engineer, has
rendered great service to the cause of sanitary engineering.

Early on Sunday morning the streets of Budapest were
enlivened by the rattle of carriages conveying delegates in
full uniform or in evening dress to the great hall on the
borders of the Danube called the Redoubt. This is a beautiful

building and admirably adapted for a ball-room. It is, how-
ever, totally unsuited for public meetings. A successful Hyde
Park orator might possibly make himself heard, but the timid,
hesitating speeches of men who, though most eminent in
science, are unknown and unpractised in oratory were
utterly lost on the audience. Then, as no places were pro-
vided near the platform for the foreign press, much of what
was said must remain in oblivion. Probably this is no great
less, for, after all, the ceremony was merely a formal exchange
of compliments. The proceedings were opened by the Pre-
sident of the Congress, Herr Charles Hieronymi, who, after
words of greeting, invited his Royal and Imperial Highness
Archduke Charles Louis to open the Congress.


